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Lee County is going to 
be bilingual. In fact, local 
officials will have access 
to over 200 languages 
with a telephone service  
helping with translating.

Precinct 2 Justice of the 
Peace Michael York told 
commissioners at the last 
meeting that the county 
presently has only two 
Spanish-to-English inter-
preters at its disposal for 
magistrate hearings.

The in-person interpret-
ers charge $40 a session, 

which translates to $2.66 
per minute. And if an 
interpreter isn’t available, 
an inmate must remain in 
jail until one is available, 
which is an additional cost 
to the county.

York’s solution, which 
has the support of the oth-
er JP’s, is for the county to 
contract with Language 
Line Solutions, which is 
a 24-7 telephone translator 
service.

“Since we’ve gone to 
Video Magistrate, get-

County gains access to 
200 language interpreters
Translator service to help at magistrate hearings

NEW FACES -- Tracy 
Wadle is a new animal con-
trol officer at the Giddings 
Animal Shelter, working 
alongside Bre Rieck. She’s 

also working with Taco, a 
4-year-old Chihuahua who
has been at the shelter for
two weeks and is ready to
be adopted.

Presbyterian turkey 
dinner free to public

A Community Thanks-
giving Dinner is being 
held at First Presbyterian 
Church in Giddings -- and 
it’s free to anyone who 
may not have a turkey and 
dressing holiday meal.

The dinners will be 
served Thanksgiving Day 
on Thursday, Nov. 24 
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

Just drive up and pick up 
free to-go plates at First 
Presbyterian Church at 
the corner of Grimes and 
Hempstead Streets (across 
from the Lee County 
Courthouse).

Delivery service to 
homes will be available 
for those who cannot trav-
el, but anyone wanting 

See Turkey, 7

The Giddings Chamber 
of Commerce will host its 
annual Sip & Shop event 
this Sunday at The Silos 
on Hwy. 77 South.

Admission is free and 
doors open at 10 a.m., 
with Santa arriving at 11 
a.m. and staying around
until 2 p.m. Horse-drawn
carriage rides will be of-
fered from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
There will also be a Live
Nativity scene featuring

Chamber’s Sip & Shop 
shopping event Sunday

the Cowboy Church of 
Lee County.

Shoppers will have a 
chance to buy gifts for 
early Christmas presents 
while enjoying cocktails, 
beer, wine and liquor 
available to purchase.

Vendors at the event 
will include: Deidre’ 
Harry, Tower Gardens & 
Juice Plus; Cynthia Perez, 
Handmade Jewelry; Cathy 

See Shop, 3

Local police officers 
were dispatched to a 
night-time burglary of a 
vehicle in progress that 
led to the suspect being 
arrested for drugs after he 
was found hiding behind 
some trees.

Giddings police offi-
cers were dispatched on 
Wednesday, Nov. 9 at 9:43 
p.m. to a residence in the
600 block of Rolling Oaks

Vehicle burglary leads to 
local man jailed for drugs

Henry Nelson Young, 44, booked into jail

HENRY YOUNGTwo playoff games 
at Buffalo Stadium

With recent upgrades to 
the bleachers and press 
boxes on both sides, along 
with a nice artificial turf 
field, Buffalo Stadium in 
Giddings is starting to at-
tract some top teams from 
around the area.

Lexington and Wallis 
Brazos battled it out at 
the stadium in the Class 
3A bi-district playoffs last 

See Games, 5

Drive, where a suspicious 
male appeared to be trying 
to break into a vehicle in 
front of the house.

One of the responding 
officers in patrol unit tried 
to stop the suspect, but he 
ran away into some trees 
by a residence. 

Another officer on foot 
located the suspect try-
ing to conceal himself 
between the trees and a 
residence, and the suspect 

See Arrest, 6

Job training for today’s 
workforce is coming to 
Giddings, and Blinn Col-
lege will be part of it.

A $4.89 million grant 
has been awarded to the 
Smithville Workforce 
Training Center, which 
will help roll out training 
scholarships and facilities 
in Lee, Fayette, and Bas-
trop Counties.

That’s the special an-
nouncement Economic 
Development Corporation 
President David Stedman 
has been keeping under 
his belt the past several 
weeks. The good news 

came as part of the Gid-
dings Workforce Summit 
held Monday, Nov. 14 at 
the Silos Event Center. 
Dozens of local business 
owners joined dignitaries 
from Blinn College, Tex-
as Workforce Commis-
sion, Workforce Solutions 
Rural Capital Area, the 
Chamber of Commerce, 
and local officials to take 
a positive step in the area’s 
future.

“Workforce is a major 
issue of concern to cit-
ies throughout Texas and 
across the nation, but the 
small city of Giddings 

$4.89 million grant to 
benefit local workforce
Summit unites Giddings, Blinn, Workforce Training

is determined to turn it 
into a regional strength,” 
says Stedman. “With help 
from Texas Workforce 
Commissioner Aaron De-
merson and Texas State 
Senator Lois Kolkhorst, 
Giddings has partnered 
with the Chancellor and 
Leadership of Blinn Col-
lege to forge a new multi-
million initiative.”

“We get to bring train-
ing here through their 
funding,” stated Chamber 
Executive Director Denice 
Harlan, who helped facili-
tate the Workforce Sum-

See Benefit, 1b

A local woman was 
murdered after an argu-
ment over a vehicle in 
Bastrop County on Sun-
day, Nov. 6.

The  murder  v ic t im 
has been identified as 
37-year-old Donnetta
Sullivan.

According to sources, 
the Times & News was 
told that Donnetta bought 
a vehicle from an indi-
vidual between Bastrop 
and Elgin. While she was 
returning to her home in 

Local woman murdered 
after argument over car

Donnetta Sullivan, 37, shot in Bastrop County

Donnetta Sullivan

Lexington, the car broke 
down.

At some point after the 
car broke down, Donnetta 
returned to the seller, 
who was a woman, and 
confronted her about the 
condition of the vehicle.

The woman who sold 
the car allegedly went 
into her house and got 
a gun, then came back 
outside and allegedly shot 
Donnetta in the head. The 
woman suspect was later  

See Local, 8b

ting an interpreter from 
Giddings to Dime Box 
or Lexington, or even my 
office, can be difficult at 
times,” says York. 

“We have more than just 
Spanish speakers travel-
ing through our county 
receiving citations,” he 
continues. “Afghanistan, 
Uganda, Vietnamese, and 
Chinese are just some of 
the languages I’ve expe-
rienced.”

Language Line costs 
See Access, 3

Tracy Wadle has been 
named as a new animal 
control officer for the 
Giddings Animal Shelter. 
She’s been on the job 
just over a month and is 
already making an im-
pact, working with animal 
control officer Bre’Anna 
Rieck.

“Tracy has been amaz-
ing,” says Bre. “She works 
hard and is an excellent 
partner. She has helped 
in a major way turning 
the shelter into a cleaner, 
happier place.”

Tracy previously worked 
for 5 years as the animal 
control officer and shel-
ter manager for the city 
of Mexia in Limestone 
County. “I actually ap-
plied for another job with 
the City of Giddings, just 
trying to transfer cities and 
stay in municipal work,” 

New animal control officer 
brings 5 years experience

Giddings shelter continues positive changes 
says Tracy. “One of the 
ladies reached out to me 
and told me the animal 
control officer job was 
open, and asked if I would 
be interested.”

One of Tracy’s goals was 
to find a job that would put 
her knowledge, experi-
ence, and skills to good 
use. “I have a lot of differ-
ent certificates and things 
like that. I love to learn. 
So that was one of things 
about this job -- I’m going 
to be able to utilize that 
knowledge, and step up a 

little bit higher.”
Tracy and her two sons, 

ages 11 and 14, recently 
relocated to Lexington. 
“I was going to school to 
get my Bachelor’s degree 
through Texas A&M, and 
I was doing it online,” she 
says. “I did all the classes 
online that I could, and 
decided that I wanted to 
do face-to-face. I wanted 
to get closer to the Bryan/
College Station area so I 
could finish my degree in 
Animal Science. I got the 

See Officer, 4

Cyndi Watson, who calls 
Giddings her home in the 
U.S., will soon be leaving
for South Africa represent-
ing her church as a Chris-
tian missionary.

“This is more than just 
a mission trip. I will be 
there for 3 years,” she said 
during a meet-and-greet 
held at Eleanor’s Cottage 
in downtown Giddings on 
Thursday, Nov. 10.

Cyndi is both a registered 
nurse and an ordained pas-
tor with the Assemblies of 
God, and the multi-year 
adventure is part of the 
Assemblies of God World 
Mission.

“My focus will be single 
mothers and vulnerable 
women,” she says. “Nearly 
60 percent of the children 
in South Africa live in a 
home without a father. 
South Africa has one of 
the highest rates of HIV. 
There is also sex traffick-
ing. I will be going there to 
partner with local churches 
to reach vulnerable women 
and do HIV and sex traf-
ficking education for pre-
vention. Once a woman is 
in sex trafficking it’s very 
hard to get them out of it.”

The reasons for the dis-
parity are many. Children 
are born out of wedlock, 

Local missionary plans 
3-year South Africa trip
Cyndi Watson to help single moms and children

some are simply aban-
doned mothers, and some 
of the fathers have died 
-- many from HIV.

This won’t be Cyndi’s 
first time in the world are-
na as an evangelist. She 
lived in China from 2016 
to 2018, performing out-
reach work to university 
students. Then from 2020-
2021 she lived in Zambia, 
working alongside a mis-
sionary doctor in a rural 
health clinic.

“When I went to China 
and Zambia I was a mis-
sionary associate,” she 
said. “One of the reasons 

See Trip, 8b

HEART OF AFRICA 
-- Local missionary Cyndi 
Watson will soon embark 
on a 3-year trip to South 
Africa in which she will 
immerse herself into its 

culture and gain the locals’ 
trust. Her goal is to help 
single moms, their chil-
dren, and prevent vulner-
able women from getting 
exploited in sex trafficking. 

Cyndi held a meet-and-
greet on Thursday, Nov. 10 
in downtown Giddings, in 
which she displayed many 
of her souvenirs from a pri-
or mission trip to Zambia. 
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Business Center for Sale
• $79,900 – Less than new startup costs

• Full service business center

• Shipping

• Copying

• Printing

• Mailbox rental

• Office supplies sale

• Authorized Fed Ex shipping center (only 1 in 30 mile radius)

• 16k+ cars a day pass in front of store daily

• Current owner forced to close due to family issues

• Business fills a definite need for a growing community

Transworld Business Advisors

979-933-3123

Tworld.com/collegestation

Pets of the Week
Jack, Gordo, Bear, Bat-

man, Taco, and Buffy, 
along with several others, 
are waiting for you to come 
meet them at the Giddings 
Animal Shelter. Some were 
stray, others surrendered 

by their owners, but all 
through no fault of their 
own. Please if you have 
room in your heart and 
home, then come meet 
these darlings and find 
your furbaby. These are 

just some of the adorable 
animals up for adoption 
at the Giddings Animal 
Shelter. Go by the Shelter 
at 191 S. Leon Street to see 
them, or call 979-540-3919 
for more information.

Woman at motel 
given courtesy ride
Lee County Sheriff ’s 

Deputies Stephen Dudley 
and Jaboris Dickerson 
responded to a call about 
someone requesting to 
meet with a deputy at the 
Country Inn Motel on 
Hwy. 77 South in Gid-
dings regarding a welfare 
concern on Friday, Nov. 4 
at 11:25 a.m.

The two deputies and 
Sgt. Byron Holloway met 
with the complainant, and 
Deputy Dickerson gave 
the woman a courtesy ride 
to the sheriff’s office so 
she could wait for a ride 
out of town.

BENEFIT
(FROM PAGE ONE)

mit. “Across the U.S., 
only 32 communities got 
money, and Smithville 
Workforce Training got 
$4.8 million of the $12 
million that was award-
ed.”

How it works
Stewart Burns, program 

coordinator of the Smith-
ville Workforce Training 
Center, adds, “The $4.8 
million is being adminis-
tered by Workforce Solu-
tions Rural Capital. The 
money will be dissemi-
nated to us on a periodic 
basis. As we develop pro-
grams and identify them, 
they will send the money 
to us.”

“Workforce has identi-
fied a number of viable 
jobs and needs,” he con-
tinued. “For example, we 
have a need for 120 CDL 
drivers in Lee, Bastrop, 
and Fayette Counties. We 
know of that 120, the big-
gest number is going to 
come from Lee County.” 
Burns went on to explain 
the grant money will help 
pay tuition for those who 
enroll in CDL training.

April Daniels, the Work-
force Training Center’s 
executive director, told 
the audience there are 
three pathways identified 
through this grant: skill 
trades; medical support; 
and IT training. “That is 
absolutely where we need 
to be training our work-
force,” she says. “All of 
the employers across our 

three counties who need 
welders, plumbers, electri-
cians, HVAC technicians, 
as well as IT. It’s a mas-
sive need across our rural 
communities.”

But the plan doesn’t end 
there. The cities them-
selves are responsible 
for providing training fa-
cilities and helping with 
recruitment. “We pay the 
bill,” says Burns. “We 
have the facilities secured 
here in Lee County, and 
we can bring the training 
based upon those needs 
here.”

Blinn steps in
Lee and Fayette Coun-

ties are in partnership 
with Blinn College, while 
Bastrop is partnering with 
ACC. Blinn’s role will be 
to furnish the educational 
providers. Again, the $4.8 
million grant will help pay 
for this arrangement.

Burns says local busi-
ness must sign on with 
the project before-hand, 
agreeing to hire the people 
coming out of the training 
programs. “It’s not that we 
have to only train them, 
but we have to place them. 
It’s going to take a lot of 
agreements on the part of 
businesses, along with a 
lot of people doing the 
training to prevent attri-
tion. At the end of the day 
in 3 years, we need 477 
people in the workplace.”

Dr. Mary Hensley, the 
district chancellor for 
Blinn College, told the au-
dience, “Local businesses 
now have the opportuni-
ties to upgrade your train-
ing opportunities for your 
employees. Blinn College 
with our five campuses 
and 18,000 students stand 
ready to assist you. We 
have substantial experi-
ence in developing pro-
grams for your needs here 
in this county.”

By the numbers
Accord ing  to  Pau l 

Fletcher, CEO of Work-
force Solutions Rural 
Capital Area, 1,400 Lee 

County residents leave the 
county to go work else-
where -- mostly to Travis 
County. Over 900 people 
leave other counties to 
come work in Lee.

“The Smithville Work-
force Training Center is 
committed to building a 
long-lasting infrastructure 
in our region that will 
encourage our citizens to 
stay in our area instead of 
what they are doing now, 
which is fleeing to the 
urban centers for training, 
and attracting employers 
who will see a dedicated, 
trained workforce is avail-
able,” adds Daniels.

“Existing businesses in 
the Central Texas region 
have been discussing the 
critical need for moti-
vated and trained em-
ployees, and prospective 
new businesses are look-
ing to move to an area 
that can provide the most 
productive work force,” 
concludes Stedman. “I’m 
excited that Senator Kolk-
horst and Commissioner 
Demerson have listened 
and responded to our busi-
ness community and en-
gaged with Blinn College 
and the City of Giddings 
to form an exciting new 
working relationship with 
our business community.”

VIEWPOINT

BY B.P.

WINTER BLASTS -- If 
you were looking forward 
to fall, after a hot, hu-
mid summer, you’ve been 
sadly disappointed. 

We went straight from 
summer to winter, with 
two cold fronts along with 
lots of moisture in the air 
hitting Central Texas over 
the past two weeks.

We actually had a light 
freeze in the low-lying 
parts of the county last 
weekend that made a lot 
of us dig out some of our 
winter clothes.

Now some people are al-
ready wondering if we’re 
going to be in for another 
colder than normal win-
ter, especially since the 
North and Northeastern 
sections of the country 
are already seeing record 
early snowfalls and cold 
temperatures.

If you go by the Nation-
al Weather Service, we 
should have a milder than 
normal one, but also less 
rainfall for Central Texas.

These wet fronts make 
it seem like we’re getting 
moisture, but it hasn’t 
been enough to put any 
water in creeks and ponds.

But if you go by the 
Farmers’ Almanac, by the 
first day of winter on Dec. 
21, the entire nation ought 
to be going into record-
breaking “unseasonable 
cold” winter temperatures. 
We’ll be writing about all 
that in the paper in the 
weeks ahead. 

I’ve noticed a lot of ac-
tivity in the squirrels in 
our neighborhood. They 
seems to be scampering 
around finding acorns, 
eating some and burying 
some. Maybe they know 
something we don’t know 
at this time.

 LOSING WEEKEND 
-- It’s one of those los-
ing weekends for anyone 
backing local and state 
football teams. 

First, Giddings lost its 
first round of the high 
school playoffs Thursday 
night, and then the perfect 
season for the Lexington 
Eagles ended in a heart-
breaking 35-28 loss to 
Wallis Brazos.

On a very cold and 
windy Friday night, the 
Eagles went from a 28-7 
halftime lead to a disap-
pointing loss in the first 
round of the playoffs.

What would have prob-
ably been a full stadium 
in a game played at Buf-
falo Stadium, only the 
most die-hard sports fans 
showed up due to the wind 
chill in the 30s, and high 
humidity to boot.

But that was only the 
start of the bad news for 
Central Texas football 
fans when the Longhorns  
went from a halftime lead 
to a last-minute loss to 
TCU in a game where UT 
was predicted to win.

It wasn’t any better for 
the A&M Aggies who 
lost to Auburn and added 
to their disappointing 3-6 
season. 

And to add insult to 
injury, the Dallas Cow-
boys lost in overtime to 
the Green Bay Packers 
Sunday. At least Packers 
quarterback Aaron Rogers 
got a chance to redeem 
himself with that win. He 
had been in a slump that 
seemed to last forever. 

Even those of us who 
aren’t the biggest football 
fans didn’t like to see such 
a pathetic outcome to so 
many encounters. 

Blame it on the weather! 
Blame it on the alignment 
of the stars! Blame it on an 
“off” week! It stunk!

AGGRESSIVE -- May-
be our teams just weren’t 
aggressive enough to win, 
or it could have been a lot 
of other things.

But tell it to a neighbor 
in Giddings who called in 
a neighbor’s dog who got 
out of its fenced yard on 
Hwy 77 at 9 am Saturday. 
It was reported as being 
“very aggressive.”

Usually dogs who appear 
to be very mean when 
behind a fence or on a 
chain lose that aggression 
when they get out. They 
just want to run around 
the neighborhood and 
see what they’ve been 
missing.

BIGGEST BUC-EES 
-- One thing that Texas 
has become known for is 
its Buc-ees convenience 
stores. That’s because 
they are so gigantic and 
are known for their clean 
restrooms. 

Whenever I’m at MD 
Anderson in Houston and 
someone asks me where 
I’m from, and I say “Gid-
dings,” most ask where 
it is.

All I usually have to say 
to pinpoint Giddings is to 
say that we’ve got a Buc-
ees -- the only one on Hwy 
290 between Houston and 
Austin. And actually Aus-
tin doesn’t even have one. 

I tell those people that 
we’ve got the “eighth 
wonder of the world” 
here! The smallest Buc-
cees (I believe) in the 
state. And it’s open 24 
hours a day 365 days a 
year.

I can remember when 
you couldn’t find a gas 
station or convenience 
store or place to pick up 
some food in Giddings 
on Christmas Day, New 
Years Day and even on 
Thanksgiving.

But that was before we 
were among the first small 
towns in the state to get 
a McDonald’s fast-food 
restaurant. My former 
boss, Ida Bloh Bloom, 
kept writing the chain to 
try to convince them to 
open one here. 

It finally happened. The 
town became the first one 
in the state our size to get 
one. And after they saw 
how much business they 
could do in a small town, 
they began opening other 
ones in the area, starting 
with Columbus, I believe.

All this is leading me to 
what I was going to write 
about to begin with. 

It’s going to be the big-
gest Buc-ees of them all 
and it will be at Luling, 
replacing the one already 
there at the intersection of 
U.S. 183 and Interstate 10. 
It will be built right next to 
their present store there.

The Luling Buc-ees was 
the first time the own-
er built outside of Lake 
Jackson, which opened 
in 1982.

GOOD LUCK SHOES 
-- I’ve heard of people 
wearing a certain T-shirt 
or  cap because they 
thought it brought them 
good luck. Some people 
are that superstitious. 

But why would someone 
want to buy a pair of shoes 
worn by the late Steve 
Jobs for so many years?

A pair of Birkenstock 
sandals formerly owned 
and worn by Apple co-
founder Steve Jobs were 
auctioned for more than 
$200,000.

California-based Julien’s 
Auctions said the “well-
used” brown suede san-
dals, which were accom-
panied by an NFT, sold 
for $218,750.

V E T E R A N S  D AY 
-- The local American 
Legion’s Veterans Day 
Breakfast drew a very big 
crowd last Friday.

The cold, windy, rainy 
weather didn’t deter the 
turnout -- showing how 
our veterans and support-

ers renewed their alle-
giance to this great coun-
try!

STADIUM DRAW -- 
All the updated bleachers, 
new press boxes on both 
sides and artificial turf has 
continued to draw area 
playoff football games to 
Buffalo Stadium. 

There were a number 
of playoff games there 
last year, and this year is 
shaping up to be more of 
the same.

Waco University High 
School and Fort Bend 
Marshall will play a 5A 
area playoff game here 
this Friday at 7 pm. 

There will also be a 
TAPPS (6-man) game on 
Saturday at 2 pm as Shiner 
St. Paul takes on Rosehill 
Christian. 

RED WAVE FIZZELS 
-- What was billed as the 
Red Wave during the mid-
term elections turned out 
to be a Red Wave Fizzel.

Republicans -- and even 
many Democrats -- were 
convinced that President 
Biden’s unfavorable rating 
in polls due to inflation in 
gas and food prices, along 
with the border crisis, 
would sweep the GOP  
candidates into office for 
both the House and Sen-
ate.

Well, that hope failed to 
materialize as voters put 
more weight onto things 
like abortion rights and 
the ability of Republicans 
to do any better than the 
Democrats on some major 
issues.

Not only did the Repub-
licans fail to flip the Sen-
ate, it looks they will be 
lucky to end up with a slim 
majority in the House.

Put it all together, and 
what we have here is a 
mixed bag -- one where 
voters don’t seem to be 
able to decide between 
whether they trust one 
party over another in the 
overall picture.

The younger generation 
may have helped swing 
enough votes to the Dem-
ocratic side due to Biden’s 
pledge to forgive student 
debt. 

Here in Texas, like in 
Florida, the Republicans 
made inroads on issues 
like the border crisis and 
the Fentanyl importa-
tion from illegals and the 
Mexican cartel. So the 
hundreds of young people 
who are dying from taking 
Fentanyl and the rise in 
crime in so many cities 
just didn’t quite convince 
enough voters to kick out 
their Senate and House 
representatives in big 
enough numbers to turn 
the tide.

So it looks like the most 
Republicans can hope to 
achieve by barely taking 
control of the House is to 
stop the Democrats from 
passing much legislation 
over the next two years.

But the Republicans may 
keep their pledge to be-
gin investigating Hunter 
Biden’s son and his con-
nection with his father 
on dealings with other 
countries. 

The results of the vote 
was enough to make Presi-
dent Biden believe he is 
on the right path since the 
Red Wave never material-
ized. 

Stock market investors 
seem to like the results 
because it’s been rallying 
during and after the vote, 
even though there are still 
a number of House seats 
undecided.

It looks like we may 
have to live with high 
inflation or even stagfla-
tion -- that’s when the 
economy weakens but the 
cost of things we need to 
live stay high. The voters 
have spoken. 

Now we’ll have to see 
how this all shakes out 
as far as the economy is 
concerned, and whether 
the still-divided Congress 
can accomplish anything 
from this day forward.

And will  the White 
House continue to ignore 

the border crisis?
What happens over the 

next two years may indeed 
decide how the Presiden-
tial Election plays out. If 
the polls continue to be as 
wrong then as they were 
this election, it will again 
be the undecided voters 
who determine who will 
be our next President!

https://www.tworld.com/collegestation



